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Abstract 
This paper explores social and cultural capital as it pertains 

to the development of a well-rounded and sustainable career 
in the music industry. The necessity for music entrepreneurs 
to acquire knowledge, education, appropriate attitudes and 
perspectives, values, skills, taste, and abilities to cultivate 
meaningful relationships has become increasingly more 
essential in the digital age. We examine key components 
of quality signaling, network building, and sub-networks 
needed to gain a competitive advantage in the marketplace. 
We also explore the functionality and the synergistic inter-
connective relationships between music business interme-
diaries that keep the music industry robust and innovative. 
This study also discusses the evolution and complexities of 
gatekeepers and philanthropists who encompass and give 
way to philanthropic thrust. Our findings support the sig-
nificance of building social and cultural capital to gain a 
competitive advantage and thrive in the changing landscape 
of the music industry in the twenty-first century. We provide 
recommendations for future research on these phenomena.
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